able for their children to view. Many 
of the 52 parents voiced objections to 
the “Crime and Sex’, “Murder 
‘lysteries”, and “Violent Murder” 
type of shows. One of the 52 even 
stated, “Crime shows should be stop- 
ped immediately.” This cross check 
was the only one made on the ques- 
tionnaire form; as the purpose of this 
summary is not to judge nor to place 
responsibility, but rather to point out 
that the survey reveals that a large 
inajority of the parents interviewed 
are aware ol the need for discrimina- 
tion in the selection and the super- 
vision of television programs that 
their children are permitted to view. 


In personally perusing each of the 
400 questionnaires, the author could 
lind no significant relationship be- 
tween the age, income, or education 
of the respondents, and their re- 
sponses. Many excellent suggestions 
were voiced by young and older par- 
ents alike, by low and high income 
brackets, and by parents with just 
elementary education as opposed to 
the college graduates. 


The only complete cross check on 


the special information card was 


made with the 40 parents with ele- 
mentary schooling as compared with 
the 40 college graduates. The first 
six questions on the questionnaire 
form revealed no significant differ- 
ence in the responses of the two 
classes of educational levels. 


The question, “Are you as a per- 
ent satistied with the programs which 
are now available for your children 
revealed that 29 of the 
40 college graduates were not satis- 


to watch 


fied with the programs which were 
available for their children to view, 
while only 19 of the 40 elementary 
school graduates were dissatisfied. 


The 29 college 


stronger objections to the crime and 


graduates . voiced 


sex shows, but they did not exercise 
more parental control than their edu- 
cational inleriors. Higher education- 
al attainments appear to reveal little 
or no indication as to parental con- 


trol of television. 


The author believes that the su- 
premely challenging fact seems to be 
the apparent increase of parental 
awareness to the need for discrimina- 
tion in the selection and supervision 
of television programs that children 


view. According to a recent Gallop 
Poll, 70% of American adults be- 
lieved that television strongly contri- 
luted to juvenile crime and delin- 


quency. 


It is also true that this medium of- 
fers new instructional benefits and 
brings to children, many new cul- 
tural concepts that they could not get 
any other way. Research seems to 
bear out the fact that the principal 
disadvantage is television's crime and 
sex shows; the principal advantage 
cited is television's educational value. 
What then is the answer? Since par- 
ents do have the primary responsi- 
bility of rearing their children: pa- 
rental control of television seems to 


he the answer. 


Critically analyze the programs 
available for your children to view. 
l-ncourage your children to view the 
programs created mainly for them. 
Suggest alternative activities for pro- 
crams that would serve only as a 
“time-filler™’. 


the “good” in television and reject 


In other words, reap 


what you think is “harmful”. Re- 
member, television is a guest in your 
home. 
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